* 
* 
2 
7 


Mir gr PL EA 
In BEHALF of the 


People call'd Quakers. 


IN 
ANS W EK 
To a PAMPHLET, Intituled, * 


The Mature and Duty of Self-defence, 
addreſi d to the People call'd Qu Ax R Rs. 


To which are added, 


Some Remarks on the Britiſb Oracle. 


— 


LONDON: 


Printed for C. Co gT , at Addiſon's-Head 


over-againſt St. Dunſtan's Church in Fleet-ftreet, 
[Price Six-pence. ] 


| 


CSS T7 3 


have peruſed the Writings of 
our ancient Friends, the People 
called Quakers, that their main 
— and fundamental Pillar, and 
Principle in Divinity, was, the Light of 
Feſus Chriſt within, or a Manifeſtation of 
the Holy Spirit, given to every Man to pro- 
fit withal ; and we believe, that ſome of the 
firſt and moſt eminent Preachers of this Doc- 
trine, were raiſed up, and ſent forth into the 
World to gather People from the various Ce- 
remonies, Inventions, and Traditions of 
Men (under which true Religion lay buried 

and obſcured) into the true Knowledge of 
this inward Principle of Grace and Salva- 
tion in themſelves; and that our Principles 

were chiefly formed, or rather revived, by 

the Knowledge conveyed through this inward 

Principle, that the Letter of the Bzble will 
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never be well and truly underſtood, but in a 
due Subordination to the Spirit, who gave it 
forth at firſt, and it nom beſt able to ſettle and 
explain its Meaning, 


It cannot be true therefore, that we-have 
founded our Scruple againſt bearing Arms in 
our own Defence, merely on the literal Au- 
thority's of the Precepts of our Saviour: (a) 
The bearing this Teſtimony aroſe chiefly, as 
we think, from the Operation of a Principle 
in the Mind, which Men of the greateſt 
Underſtanding (well aware of the Stratagems 
of Satan, and the Havock which Enthuſiaſm 
makes, where it gains a Superiority over 
the Mind) believed to be divine, and, as 
they acknowledged the Bible to be a Reve- 
lation proceeding from this Spirit, and to 
contain ample Teſtimonies to all the Eflen- 
tials of Chriſtianity; twas natural enough 
for them to quote the Precepts of Chriſt, and 
thoſe Paſſages of Scripture (which favour 
their peaceable Principle) againſt the Argu- 
ments and Clamours of their Adverſaries: 
And really, ſome wiſe and great Men of 
other Societies, have been convinced that we 
have loſt no Ground againſt our Adverſaries 
in this very Argument, and the Author of 
Self-defence, if we may judge from a Paſlage 
in the latter Part of his Book, ſeems to allow 

ſome- 


(a) Self-defence, Page 2. 
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ſomething like his having miſrepreſented the 
Quakers; his Words are, © the People called 
« Quakers, I am well perſuaded, would ne- 
« yer have interpreted the Scriptures againſt 
« Self- defence as they have done, had not 
te they eſteemed themſelves led to Peace and 
« Non-refiſtance, by the Operation of an 
« Internal Principle, Sc. (5) 


His firſt Argument (c) to ſet aſide a famous 
Prophecy (They ſhall beat their Swords into 
Plow-ſhares, and their Spears into Pruning- 
hooks, Nation ſhall not lift up Sword againſt 
Nation, neither ſhall they learn War any 
more;) is only advanced on a mere Suppoſi- 
tion, that, there are now among thoſe who 
hold defenfive fighting to be lawful; man 
Perſons of meek and quiet Spirits, who wands 
not draw the Sword offenfruvely, or injure their 
Neighbours in their Perſons and Properties 
on anv Account. | 


Now, tho' I am willing to make to hon 
Men, all poſſible and candid Allowances, yet 
I think this Method of arguing is rather 00 
preſumptive and inconclufive, and borders a 
little too much upon what our Caſuiſts call 
begging the Queſtion; tor it appears there is 
ſomething ſo very circumſtantidi and particu- 
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(6) 
ar in this Prediction, as will be difficult to 
reconcile to our Auot hrs Account of the Mat- 
ter; the Prophecy ſays, ſuch a glorious and 
aceable State of the Nations ſhall obtain in 
the World, that War ſhall not only be laid 


aſide, but the very Art and Study ef it 4% 
continued, and the Inſtruments uſed therein 


be converted to other Purpoſes : Will our Au- 


thor admit this to be conſiſtent on his Prin- 
ciples, with that Precaution and Care which 
it is neceſſary for Men endowed with human 
Reaſon to take, in ſtanding afways in due 
Preparation againſt any new Attack, that may 
be made upon their Perſons and Properties? 
But that this intire, happy, and peaceable 
State of the Nations, ig not fo likely to ſuc- 
ceed in the World on any Principles but thoſe 
of the Qyakers, will I hope appear anon in 
the Courſe of the Argument, more fully than 
the Britiſh Oracle, or the Admirers of our Au- 
thor's Performance ſeem at preſent to imagine, 


Having, as he thinks, tully explained the 
Text to his own Side ; we are next enter- 
tained with a long and labour d Comment on 
the Precepts of our Lord, in order to prove, 
that other Things (which yet we allow to have 
due and neceſſary Exceptions) are in Words 
as pofitively forbid, as fighting itſelf ; which, 
who denies, or who is there among us, that 
will contend, that a/! Manner of Selj-de- 


fence 
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fence is hereby deſignedly excluded and aboliſh'd 
by our Saviour? We think, that Magiſtracy 
and domieffick Rule over Children and Ser- 
vants, may well confijt, with a perfect Obe- 
dience of the Precept, ret not Evil. But, 
we think alſo that in ſome Inſtances were we 
are deeply aggrieved, the relying on Providence 
for Succour and Support, will 6% become us, 
as the Diſciples of Jeſus ; and inſtead of 
injuring or detrimenting our Perſons, be 
upon the whole greatly conducive to our Hap- 
pineſs and Benefit. | | 


Wee do not affirm the Precept to be entirely 
unlimited, or that Deity muſt do every thing, 
and we nothing for ourſelves. Means we al- 
low to be neceſſary to the Attainment of 
many good Ends; but who, the Britiſb Ora- 
cle, and perhaps ſome others excepted, is there; 
that doth not perceive a vibe Difference, 
between the cos / and innocent Means of in- 
duſtry to provide a reputable Subſiſtance in 
Lite, and a Diſcharge of Cannon and /mall 
Arms amongſt; and bathing our Swords in 
the Blood of a mixt Multitude, of innocent 
and guilty Perjons aſſembled together at de 
mere arbitrary Devotion and Ambition, per- 
haps of a Tyr an!? | 


I mention this to ſhew, that our Author's 
Arguments to prove the Neceſſity of fight- 
| ing 
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ing in Behalf of our civil Conſtitution, have 
not in them altogether ſo much Weight, as 
he and ſome others ſeem to imagine; and 
that is our Opinion, better Arguments for 
the Adminiſtration of: Fuftice in a legal Way, 
may be eaſily produced than can be alledged 
for ſuch fighting as above, openly in the 
Field ; and is not the Reaſon evident, that 
this Adminiſtration of Juſtice in a civi Way, 
is in itſelf vaſtly preferable to ſuch military 
Havock and Deſtruction as generally accom- 
panies the Sword? And as we are now on 
the Point, were all Hinges, and our Author, 
is ſtrongeſt, if we can but fairly account for 
our Doctrine here, all the -reſt of his Book 
will, I am perſuaded, be of little or zo Amount 
ainſt us. But give me leave, firſt, to pre- 
miſe a few Things concerning Government, 
which are I believe fri&ly confiftent with our 
Friend's Principles. | Y 


- Firſt then, that car Arguments are urged 
only in Behalt of thoſe who are brought in 
themſelves to the Knowledge of this 7nward 
and peaceable Principle; and in refuſing to fight 
with carnal Weapons, have ſurrendered chear- 
fully their All into the Hands and Protection 
of the Almighty. The Magiſtrate, or any 
ether Perſon, not convinced of this, to be their 
Duty, may very fitly fight in Defence of 
Life, Liberty, and Property; and it is even 
| poſſible, 


(9) 
poſſible, if not probable, that the outward 
Sword thus drawn in a good Cauſe has been 
ſecretly bleſſed and proſpered by the Almighty, 
and that ſuch an Army formed on theſe Prin- 
ciples may have often been a hulwark and 
Security to thoſe whoſe tender Conſciences 
would not permit them to draw the carnal 
Sword themſelves; and as I am a true Lover 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution and G_vernment, 
Tam glad to fee publick Writers extol with 
Affection, our King and Conſtitution, the 
Princeof Wales, and our Royal Hero the Duke, 
Yet methinks, if we believe zz a Providence, 
which ſuperintends all human Affairs and 
Events, a little more Regard to this Provi- 
dence as giving the Viftory, would in our Au- 
thor have had a little ſtronger Appearance of 
the Humility and Piety of the good Chriſtian, 
than I am ſorry to ſay it does now fo fully 
abound in his Book, as we might have Rea- 
ſon from a Chriſtian Writer to expect. 


Inow proceed to ſhew the great Difference 
between the Adminiftration of Juſtice in a 
civil Way, and fighting openly in the Field 
of Battle. Civil Fuſtice, in the fir? Place 
(ſuppoſing it to be rightly adminiſtred) 
puniſhes only the Guilty, it very often remits 
the firſt and ſecond Offence, the Offender is 
admoniſhed of his Crime, and ſometimes 
becomes a better Man ; and were our Laws 
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- formed upon the ancient Plan of the Al- 
mighty, puting to Death would perhaps be 
more rare than at preſent, and Ways might 
be deviſed to bring Men to Repentance and 
Amendment by certain corporal Puniſhments, 
or by bodily Labour, ſuited to mend the Suf- 
ferer, and deter the Spectator. Again, when 
Puniſbment, even unto Death, as in the 
Caſe of ſhedding Blood, be requiſite as an 
Act of Juſtice for the Puniſhment of that 
heinous Sin, and the good of the Community; 
a Man, if under an unjuſt Suſpicion of the 
Crime, has all fair and poſſible Opportunity 
allowed to juſtify himſ/f, and even ſhould he 
be Guilty, yet, unleſs there is clear Proof 
againſt him, the Law will acquit him, ſhould 
he be found Guilty, yet, here is Time aliow- 
ed him to repent of his Sins and become 
humble and contrite Fenitent , and be/eech- 
ing, in how pathetick and moving Manner 
have ſome ſuch por Criminals quitted the 
Stage of Life, and what good has not been 
ſometimes effeedby theircarneſt dying penttent 
Fxhortations, among ſome ol the ir old h riends 
and Aſſociates in Iniquity; it muſt certainly 
be much more deſirable to a Man who thinks 
/erjoufly, to end his Life (tho' it be for Crimes 
that deſerve it at the Hand of Juſtice) in 
is Manner, than to be deſtroyed in a Mo- 
ment. The late Earl of Kilmarnock made 
a very ſingular and penitent Exit, and it was 
| Matter 
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Matter of no 1 0 * to that Nobleman, 
not to have fell in the midſt of his Sins in 
the dread/ul Carnage of Culloden; and he 
thought it an unſpeakable Mercy to have fo 
good an Opportunity as his Impriſonment 
afforded him to become duly ſenſible of his 
Sins, and in a good Meaſure reconciled to 
his Creator, thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


Let us now Survey the other Side, two 
Armies fighting in the Field ; and let us ex- 
amine if it be probable, that a perfect tender 
hearted Chriſtian, who has learned of his 
Lord to pity and pray for, and forgive Ene- 
mies, can under any Circumſtance whatever, 
ed the Blood of the Innocent; to me it ap- 
pears plain (and pray obſerve the Diſpute, 
is only concerning fuch Men as theſe) that a 
truly, humble, meek, and contrite Perſon, 
can have no great Stomack to cut Throats, 
and that he would ſconer endure Zwwen!y 
Deaths, were it poſſible, himſelf, than take 
away one innocent Life; alaſs | of what 
mighty Avail or Benefit is the Continuance 
of Lite to a Man who is not only in continual 
Readineſs t ;. die, but groans earneſtly to put 
off this mortal Cloathing, and exchange a 
fluctuating State of Trial and Sorrow for a 
never fading Crawn 0: Bliſs and Beatitude, 
where his Sorrows ſhall ceaſe and his Wiſhes 


be fatisficd, 7s it poſſible that fuch a Man as 
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this can lift up his Hand againſt the Innocent, 
and how much more impoſſible is it, he 
ſhould deſtroy by I houfands poor Souls forc- 
ed into. ſuch Wars, and in the mid/t of their 
Sins and Impurities delivered up to that aw- 
ful Judgment Seat, where the Sinner cannot 
hide himſelf; and, how many forrowful 
Widows and fatherlefs Babes muſt a good 
Man thus waging War, be forced to make; 
beſides, are not the Cruelties, Ravages, and 
Abuſes of. War, innume able and intolerable 
to bear, and do they not generally fall upon 
thoſe who are mo/7, if not entirely innocent 
of the Provocation. View the Matter ſeri- 
ouſly in all he Lights, and tell me if any 
thing in Life can to a good Man weigh a- 
gainſt BUT oN E, and much leſs ALL ot theſe 
Conſiderations. | 


Inſtead of purſuing ſuch bloody Meaſures 
then, would it not be more Chriſtian, as 
well as more ſafe, when Matters get to this 
wild and /awleſs Crifis, as obliges the Inno- 
cent to murder each other, for a good Man 
10 depend entirely upon Providence, ſurely, 
it this Dependance be ever at all rational, it 
mult be in /ach Cafes as theſe, where rather 
than be inſtrumental to bring ſuch great 
Evils on the Souls and Bodies ot Men, we 
humbly and patiently acquieſce in the divine 
Will, und yeiid up all to his mf wiſe and 

= fatherly 
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fatherly Diſpoſal : Some of our pious re- 
nowned Forefathers, have ſtood fearleſs 
with Knives at their Throats and Daggers at 
their Brea/ts, and where there has been an 
entire humble Faith and Dependance on di- 
vine Providence, they have often found a 
Teſtimony, ſpeaking their Innocence and 
pleading their Cauſe in the Hearts of their 
Adverlaries, and the unſpeakable Charms of 
a meek and quiet Spirit, under Suffering, 
has melted many a hard Heart into Love 
and Contrition, it is a noble Employ to mend 
Mankind atter this Manner, and Chriſtians, 
had they et here, true Religion, I doubt 


not, would have proſpered more abundantly 
in the Earth, 


The Providence of God is variouſly mani- 
feſted, ſometimes in dilvering out of, ſome- 
times in /upporting un ler Difficulties, Straits, 
and Afflictions, and ſometimes in the Courſe 
of his Providence, he amply repays all our 
Pains and Troubles by a Snn-ſhine of worldly 
Bleſjings, as he did in this Lite to his Servant 
Jeb; but ſetting all this aſide, there is a Re- 
compence of Reward in the Life to come, 
on which holy Men depend, that will a- 


bundantly compenſate all their Afflictions, 
Loſſes, and Selt-denial here. 


The more Men depend on their Creator for 
their own Preſervation, rather than do the 


leaſt 
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leaſt Evil, the more will divine Providence 
be exerted in their Favour, and a powerful 


Teſtimony be raiſed in the Hearts of others in 


Favour of the Innocent; it wil! be in vain 
to talk and preach about loving and forgiving 
our Enemies, unleſs we ſhew the World by 
uniform Practice in what high Eftimation 
we hold the Laws of Chriſt and his holy 
Example: Remember, the primitiveChriſtians 
thought themſelves bound to comply literally 
with the Precepts of loving and forgiving 
Enemies, to that Degree, that it is recorded 
in ancient Hiſtory, that when their moſt 
bitter and ſevere Perſecutors, have been ſicꝶ 
and affi ed, they have tended upon, and wept 
around them with all the Cordialty and 
Aſlection of Brethren, and have rejoiced in 
all Opportunities of ſerving and aſſiſting 
them, and he who to a righteous Life and 
a mee+ Spirit annexes (rather than do the 
leaſt Emil) a firm Reliance on Providence 
will never be miſtaken in the End, but 
find a full and gracious repay. Men may 
indeed deviſe very innocent Means for their 
ovyn Safety, but this is nothing to what Provi- 
dence is able to dp for his People. Facob 
after a long Abſence from his Brother, and 
great fear of falling by the Hand of Revenge, 
very wiſely prepares a Preſent to appeaſe his 
angry Brother, But it looks to me as if the 
Lord his God, whoſe Providence had all along 

awaited 
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awaited his Servant Jacob, had been before- 
hand with Eſau, and ſoftened his hard and 
rugged Spirit, that ſought Revenge, into a 


quite contrary Temper, of Compaſſion and 


Brotherly Love. 


Remember that all Things are intirely ſub- 
ſervient to God's Will, the Minds and Haves 
became {ent at a Word ſpeaking, and even 


under the Diſpeniation of Ceremonies, when 


fighting was allowed, yet many god and 
holy Men relied on that Providence for which 
we contend: When the Servant of Eliſba 
was in great Fear and Terror, becauſe of 
the iminent Danger to which he thought 
bimſeif and his Maſter expojed; becauſe of 
the great Huit of A//yr:ons encamped fo near 
them: The Prophet who better underſtood 
the Matter, and knew his own Safety, pray- 
ed to the Lord to open the young Man's Eyes, 
which being gracioufly complied with, he 


ſoon ſaw enough to quiet all his Fears, vis, 


the Mountain ſurrounded with, and full of 
Chariots and Horſemen of Fire, one of 
whom peihaps it might be that made ſuch 
terrible laughter in one Night, in a very nu- 
merous and formidable Army of Aſſyrians ; 
deſtroying no leſs than one Hundred and 
eighty-five Thouſand Men. And there is 
one Thing remarkable in reſpect to our Teſti- 
mony againſt fighting; that as we all of this 

Society 
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Society profeſs to be led and guided by the 
Divine Spirit, it may perhaps be hard to find 
a ſingle Perſon who can truly aver a Licence 
to fight was ever in his own Mind, recon- 
cilable with a ſtrict and devout Adberance to 
this inward Monitor: And I intreat our 
younger Brethren to conſider, that ſeveral of 
our former Friends were, without conſult- 
ing each other, brought in this Reſpect into 
a perfect Uniformity of Sentiment; the Caſe 
of Tho. Lurting is one ever memorable In- 
ſtance of it; it is alſo worthy our ſerious Re- 
membrance, by what an innocent Stratagem, 
he retook a Ship from the Turks, and repo- 
felled the Maſter with the Command, and 
with what Humanity he ſet all his Priſoners 
fate aſhore in their own Country. 


Be pleaſed alſo to reflect, that the Clergy of 
this Nation have ever in their Sermons told 
the People, that it is Sin which brings De- 
ſtruction upon them, and no Endeavours of 
their own, without Repentance and Amend- 
ment, and turning from the Evil of our 
Ways, can be fafely relied on in @ Time of 
common Danger ; *1s not this removing the 
greateſt Part of our Dependance from the 
8 of Fleſh, and placing it chiefly upon 
God. 


It 
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If Righteouſneſs then be the 3% Armour 
againſt all Dangers, , the Prayer of a r:gh- 
teous Man avails much, and the beſt and 
meekeſt Minds, tho' they cannot weild the 
outward Sword, are clad with this better Ar- 
mour, and can weild it ſeilfully and ſucceſſ- 
fully on Behalf of their Country; who 
among us contribute more than theſe to its 
true Welfare, if the moſt undiſſembled Pi- 
ety, Prayers, and Tears are available in the 
Sight of Heaven? In this Way has this Na- 
tion by ſome who cannot draw the outward 
Sword been ſerved Day and Night; and as 
our Author has very civily allowed the Qua- 
gers to be a ſerviceable ſet of Men, of very 
great Utility to the Publick Good; that the 
Government, who protects their render Con- 
ſciences, are worthy the continual Care and 
Protection of Heaven; that the Quabers 
themſelves, refuſing to fight, cannot on the 
whole be leſs happy than thoſe who in this 
Reſpect act according to the Laws of Nature 
and Nations: All this he has allowed; and 
if ſuch as theſs who do nat fight bencfit 
the Nation as much another Way; if the 
Nation by protecting tender Conſciences, en- 
hances the divine Fro and Regard. In 
ſhort, if neither the Government on one 
hand, nor the Bakers on the other, receives 


the leaſt Injury by cur Dactrine, one would 
2 won- 
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wonder what could be our Author's Motive 
for writing this excellent Book. 


He ſeems indeed ſomewhat ſenſible of the 
Pinch to which our Reaſons muſt naturally 
reduce him; and ſolves it thus, „as in the 
« Diſpenſations of divine Corrections, ſuch 
« as Famine and Peſtilence, &c. The Inno- 
ce cent and Guilty ſuffer in this World toge- 
ce ther, ſo has War very often the ſame pro- 
« miſcuous Effect. (d) 


In this he muſt give us leave to differ wide- 
ly from bim; the Argument is rather too pre- 


ſumptive and ſoaring to be admitted, becauſe 
it ſets the Creature on a Level of Preroga- 


tive with his Maker; if God comes down 
in his Wrath to viſit the World for their Ini- 
quities, a Famine or Peſtilence may be a dou- 
ble Diſpenſation of Indiznation and Mercy, 
the Righteous may be taken from the Evil to 
come and placed beyond Danger, while thoſe 


whoſe Iniguities are full, may juſtly deſerve 


his Diſpleaſure; but by what Arguments ſhall 
this Right and Conduct in God be brought 
in or applied in Juſtification of ſhedding 
Blood promiſcuouſly under the forementioned 
Circumſtances, according to the arbitrary 
Pleature of weak and aſpiring Mortals. 
3 There 
(d) Page 20. 
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There are ſeveral other Texts of Scripture, 
into the Meaning of which I might eaſily en- 
ter with this Author, but as theſe neither do, 
nor can ſerve his Purpoſe without much Art 
and ſtraining, in Oppoſition to other more 
weighty and ſolid Arguments, nothing mate- 
rial or confiderable is to be reaped from 
them ; there is however one Thing not to be 
paſſed over; he has taken much Pains to pro- 
cure a Reception of the Doctrines he teaches, 
by @ very plauſible and artful Repreſentation 
of the Nature and Contemptibleneſs of the 
Prejudice of Education, this tho” true, in a 
great Degree, may its to be feared, have a 
pernicious Tendency on ſome young and in- 
experienced Minds, whoſe Paſſions for more 
Liberty may be flrong, and who may not 
only take their Flight from his, but be led to 
deviate from other Parts of our Doctrine ; 
and this too before they are duly capable du- 
ly to try and examine their Truth and Dig- 
nity. I therefore earneſtly beſeech my young 
Friends to conſider, that unleſs fomething ex- 
traordinary had appeared to their ve and 
pious Forefathers, in this, and in ſeveral other 
Branches of our Teftimony, they would ne- 
ver have been ſo ftrict, or have ſacrificed /o 
much as they have done on theſe Accounts : 
Let this then be at /eaſt a Reaſon for making 
a decent Pauſe before we quit any of thoſe 

C 2 Things, 
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Things, wherein we ſtand ſo eminently di- 
ſtinguiſbed from the reſt of the World; and 
above all, let him who believes in that inward 
Principle, upon which as a People we firſt 
ſet out in the World, be careful in all his reli- 
gious Enquiries, to follow ſtrictly the Lead- 
ings of this, and whatever in his Education 
this informs him to be wrong, let him zea- 
ouſly diſcard; but he cannot be 700 fearful 
and cauticus, leſt a worldly, ſenſual, and li- 
bertine Spirit draw him into a Diſebedience 
and Contempt of the Law writ in the Heart. 
The World is full of Hing Vanities adapted 
to ſeduce and cheat the Soul, yet Religion 
rightly experienced, has Joys, which could 
all the Pleaſures of Senje and Speculation be 
reſolved into, one intire Senſation, would in- 
tirely tranſcend and outweigh them all; I wiſh 
our Society was as giorions an Ornament to 
Chriſtianity as formerly; I am afraid there 
are indeed too many as this Writer hints, 
who fall as much ſhort in Acts of Humani- 
ty, Charity, and Benevolence, as he ſeems 
to think, zhey ſuperabcund in the other of not 
reſiſting Evil: It is a very evil Thing to op- 
preſs the Poor, whom God has commanded 
us to feed, and it may be worth our while to 
conſider, how we ſhall be able to anſwer 
hereafter ſuch a dreadful Violation of Truſt 
and Humanity, or be able to abide the Ter- 


ror 
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ror and Vengeance of that Day, when the | 
great Judge of all the Earth ſhall bring forth 
the Widow and Fatherleſs to confront us. 


I think enough has been ſaid for the Pre- 
ſent, when this Writer has given me Satiſ- | 


faction upon the main Point, I promiſe to | 
take a further Notice of his Book. 


REMARKS 
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R E MAR K 8 


Upon the following 


QUESTION and ANSWER 


Taken from Number II. Page 77. of the 
BRITISH ORACLE. 


Queſt, 32. O the DoArines of Chriſt al. 


low of neceſſary fighting and 
guſt Wars 74 « The Author 


« of the Nature and Duty of Self-defence, 
« addreſſed tothe People called Quakers, has, 
«« in the handſomeſt Manner invincibly prov- 
« ed the indiſpenſible Neceſſity of it, and 
« that the mortal Precepts of Jeſus, which 
« ſcem to militate againſt it, muſt of Ne- 
« ceſſity allow of reaſonable Exceptions, in 
« that as well as in other Caſes. This 


« Book is ſo excellently well wrote, it is : 
e highly neceſſary for the Quakers to An- 
| <« ſwer it, by overthrowing the Arguments 0 


6 therein, leaſt they be thought to be ra- 
« ther Cowards than Chriſtians; and if 


« they cannot, it will appear, that a Reli- « 
m Sion. 
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* gion, tho? believed to be founded by the 
« Holy Ghoſt, may want Amendment ; 
© from whence it will follow, that all In- 
© /þiration, is but fallible Conception, and 
* that the Wiſdom of Reaſon is ſuperior to 
c any other that is preferred to it; and vet as 
* much as this Piece is admired by us, this 
te Oracle is open to receive any Arguments, 
* which can be produced againſt that, or 
« any thing contained herein. 


As we think our Oracle has had the Mis- 
fortunce to be both lind and lame, to have 
been dumb likewiſe, might have been more 
to its Credit. Such Mzy/akes, and Miſtakes 
too, that tend fo Severity, upon a pious and 
reputable Body of Chriſtians, is not Arictly 
reconcilable with good Manners, and much 
leſs with Chriſtianity. The Queſtion ſeems 
to be of the ſame wiſe Sortment as the An- 
ſwer, if fighting be uſt and neceſſary, who 
will deny it? But it being @.controverted 
Point, whether Defencive fighting can be 
agrecable to the Meekneſs and Humility of 
a Diſciple of Jeſus ; thoſe Epithets of juft 
and neceſſary ought I think to have been /e/7 
out of the Queſtion, 


However, after applauding the Book, we 
are preſented with ? u Inferences, firſt, That 
if 
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if the Quakers cannot Anfwer it, it will ap- 

ar, thut a Religion, tho believed to be 
founded by the Holy Ghoſt, may want A- 
mendment, a common Man, much more an 
Oracle might tel us, that whether he 

wakers can, or cannot Anſwer this Book, 
that it will be ea fure and certain, that a 
Religion only believed to be founded by the Holy 
Ghoſt may want Amendment; for from Ex- 
perience it is Evident t all, that the flie/? 
Errors and vileſt impoſtures have been fa- 
thered upon, and by many believed to proceed 
from the Holy Ghojt. Mahomet pretended to 
high Converſe, &c. and his Followers be- 
lieved it. 


Again, ſuppoſe the Quakers may not be 
able to demonſtrate clearly by Argument 
the Truth ot their Teſtimony againſt Fight- 
ing, will its abſolute Falſhood thence follow, 
or, would an Oracle make ſuch a ſtrange 
Inference: He perhaps, who admits of divine 


Revelation, will be apt to alledge, that if 


Inſpiration in the Mind be known to be <ohat 
it really is, and that it comes from God, the 
Authority of the Revealer (tho' God may 
not at the firſt, pleaſe to connect the Reaſon 
of the Revelati n when he makes it, or ve 
be able fully to apprehend and perceive its 
Uſe) is abundantly a ſufficient Ground for 

our 


A e _ 
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our complying therewith ; but there 'are, as 
we have ſeen ſome Reaſons to be given fer this 
Teftimony ; and I believe the Oracle wi find 
himſelf” here at Variance with his admired 
Book,tor that adviſes our Friends to reſt the whole 
Weight of their Teſtimony upon ſupernatural | 

. Light, and the Authority which God has to | | 
require more of ſome Perſons, than the ſlated 
Laws of the Diſpenſation under which they 
live hath required of them, (e) And it tells 
us alſo, that neither h:1m42% Reaſon nor Scrip- 
ture can, if it be reſted here, be able to de- f 
tect it, it follows then, according to this Con- 
ceſſion that their Teſtimony may be right, and 
yet, not proveable % Reaſon, by Argu- 
ment. 


The Oracle's next Inference is, yet more 
extraordinary, viz. it follows alſo, that all 
Tnjpiratien is but fallible Conception, and 
that the Wiſdom of Reaſon is ſuperior to any 
other. According to this oracular wiſe Way 
of drawing Inferences, every Truth and De- 
monſtration in the World may be eajily de- 
ftiroyed, the ſublime and moſt finiſhed Arts 
and Sciences have had their vain Pretenders, 
whom ſome have believed to be good Judges, 
is the Art therefore in itſelf invαjEu d or un- 
certain? 


E That 


(e) Page 54. 


| 
' 
i 
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That. Zbere ſhould in Inſpiration be nothing 
b. yond fallible Conception ; ; becauſe, a Sy- 
ſtem of Doctrines believed to proceed from 
the Holy Ghoſt may want mending, is I 
confeſs a very new Diſcovery, and I ſuſ- 
pe, the Oracle has been a /:7te fallible and 
miſtaken in his Anſwer ; and what he woudd 
or ſhould have ſaid, I preſume was, that a 
Religion really commuicated o them, under 


the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, muſt, if 


it wants mending, inſer a Fallibility in the 
Conception of the Perſons who impart it to 
the World. Now, taking it in this Light, it 
does by 'no Means appear to me, that, be- 
cauſe in ſome ſpecial Caſes, where Men have 
long been wedded to Ceremony and Sup-r/ti - 
tion, the Judgment being corrupt, has m/- 
led the Underſtanding, tho' ſometimes 1n- 
ſpired ; that therefore, Inſbiration is not in 
many Inſtances (was fo to the Apoſtles) 700 
Rrong and clear to be eaſily, or perhaps Poſſibly 
miſtaken, or, that it carries not with it, to 
the Mind, an Evidence and Brightneſs ſupe- 
ror to Reſin ; and 1s given to Man, not to 
blind and miſlead him, but exalt his Ideas 
and Apprehenfions into a State of greater 
Knowledge and Perfection; theſe Truths 
may be eaſily proved and iduftrated from the 
Bible, whenever the Oracle is pleaſed to de- 
mand it. In the mean Time, to make farr 
and 


(27). 
and genuine Repreſentations of Things, to 
be decent and candid in its Language; (a) 
and above all, after the noble Example of the 
great Newton, Lock, and Addiſon, to treat 
the important Doctrine of a divine Revela- 
tion, with a becoming Humility, Modeſty, 

and Deference, will, I hope always be ex- 
pected from a Britiſb Oracle. | 


(a) Page 77. Cowards rather than Chrſtians. 


